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Thank you for your further letter of 17 March 2017 in respect of the above petition, which 
‘calls on the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to reverse its approval of 
the major service change to healthcare services in Skye, Lochalsh and South West Ross.’  
 
Please be assured that whilst I have noted the petitioner’s submission of 2 March, there is 
very little I can add to my previous responses to the Committee of 14 January 2016, 18 
March 2016, 31 October 2016 and 31 January 2017.  
 
First of all, it may be helpful to re-iterate that NHS Highland’s plans are in respect of the 
Board providing the best possible services for the population of the whole area of Skye, 
Lochalsh and South West Ross.  As I have said previously, it is understandable that local 
people will favour the maximum provision of services as close to their homes as possible.  If 
the plans had been to relocate the hospital in Portree then I am sure NHS Highland would 
have faced similar objections from those living in other parts of Skye and the wider area 
covered by the plans i.e Lochalsh and South West Ross. 
 
As I made clear in my reply to the Committee on 14 January 2016, the key purpose of the 
proposals from NHS Highland were to modernise and safeguard local healthcare services; to 
ensure medical (especially out of hours) cover would be sustainable and to replace and/or 
update old, out of date infrastructure. As in all cases of major service change, I carefully 
considered the evidence submitted by NHS Highland in good faith. In doing so, I had to be 
convinced that the plans were in the best interests of patients; that key local services would 
be safeguarded and improved; that the Board had credible and viable plans for the provision 
of the new hospital (the ‘Hub’) in Broadford; the redeveloped ‘Spoke’ facility in Portree; and 
that the proposals were consistent with national policies, frameworks and guidance. In 
addition to the proposed developments to the facilities in Portree and Broadford to bring local 
patient care up to modern standards, it is important to note that the Board’s re-design 
programme will see a necessary expansion of care at home, community services, the further 
integration of health and social care, and some additional provision of palliative and respite 
care.  I also noted that there were no plans to change the arrangements for out-of-hours and 
emergency cover in Portree. 
 
It is for local NHS Boards to plan and deliver services to their local population, and in 
approving the Board's proposals I made it clear to NHS Highland that further work was 
necessary to address the concerns raised during the consultation, and that this work had to 
be undertaken with the continued full engagement of local stakeholders.  I have received 
such assurances from NHS Highland and this will underpin the development of the Board's 
formal business case for taking the proposals forward.  The Board has given an assurance 
that they will plan for the new arrangements to be fully tested and up and running before any 
changes to the current service provision are made. 
 
As I have previously made clear, the decision to approve the Health Board’s proposals has 
been made. It is now important to move forward and ensure the plans put forward by NHS 
Highland provide the best possible services for all the people from the whole of Skye, 
Lochalsh and South West Ross. To that end I would again encourage all local people to 
continue to make their views known to NHS Highland and to work with the Board.   NHS 
Highland have assured me that they will continue to take this work forward with the full 
involvement of local stakeholders. 
 
I hope the Committee find this reply helpful. 


